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CONTESA Celebrates 3 years of operations September -November 2008

CONTESA Trustee Dr. Margaret McDermott visited Zambia from 27th June to 19th July 2008 together
with 10 members and leaders from the 2nd Bournemouth Boys Brigade (Trinity Methodist Church,
Southbourne, Bournemouth). See the report from the Boys Brigade on page 2.

It was another exciting, enjoyable and challenging visit to our
partners in Zambia, renewing friendships and making new ones.
The first 5 days were spent getting to Wildlife Camp, Mfuwe,
South Luangwa (a 14 hour journey, the last 4 hours on badly cor-
rugated dirt roads after dark) and enjoying vehicle and walking/
camping safari experiences. The return journey gave us the
opportunity to visit CONTESAOGY
dation School, about 1 % hours drive west from Chipata.

After a night in Lusaka we headed north to Kabwe and the
Church Family Mission for the second week. It was a bank
holiday weekend and the church were having a leaders confer-
ence from their branches in Zambia and beyond but we still re-
ceived a great welcome and the holiday gave an opportunity for
the young people to meet their counterparts informally to play
football, chat and sing and braid hair.

The Boys Brigade (BB) team collected the old band instruments
from the UK to donate to the Brigade in Kabwe, which BA had
transported free of charge and customs exemption obtained. On
Sunday morning there was a big parade and service which started
from one of the compounds and as the event included the rededi-
cation of officers, enrolments, ordination, baptisms, sermon etc,
the whole event lasted from 8 a.m. to 3.30 p.m., followed by a
very welcome lunch! The team spent their last 2 days helping with
the feeding programme and school and visiting the compounds
with the home-based care (HBC) team and finishing the roof of
the poultry building for which they had specifically raised funds as
an income-generating project for all the youth work of the church.

Margaret stayed in Kabwe for 5 days after the BB left to work with
CONTESA administrators Patrick Sichilima and Rahabe Shonga,
which was a very valuable time. Dauti Phiri, our Zambia repre-
sentative, came for the final review meeting and took Margaret
back to Lusaka, where she enjoyed the hospitality of his home
and visited all our existing partners in Lusaka and evaluated 3 new requests with him.

PLEASE FIND ATTACHED A COPY OF THE 2007/08 ANNUAL REPORT
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